Questions on ECE policy direction for response from party leaders
These questions were formulated by participants at the Early Education Federation Forum: 

 Election 2011 – What’s in it for young children and their families?  In June this year.
The Federation is now seeking responses to these questions from party leaders.

Sustainability
How is your party going to provide a sustainable future that provides EC services that genuinely meet the needs and interests of children rather than being driven by fiscal and market influences?

How will your party ensure that children’s interests are at the forefront of investment for the future of NZ?

Does your party support the child being at the centre of policy development? How would that look?

Do you support a universal system of funding to ensure all children benefit from participating in ECE?

Does your party support 20 hours free for all children attending ECE?

Have the recommendations from the ECE Taskforce influenced your party’s priorities for ECE?
How will your policies enhance leadership in the sector?

What are your views on having a Ministry for Children?

Will your party support an independent, well funded Children’s Commission?

What will you do to promote ECE as a career for men?

Quality

What is your party’s definition of ‘quality’ ECE? What are the indicators of quality in your view? How are these distinguished from minimum standards?
The ECE Taskforce is recommending the re-introduction of innovative practice funding. Would your party support that policy?

How would your party ensure the agency monitoring quality also meets quality standards?

Bi-lingual, Multicultural and immersion ECE

What action will be taken by your party towards the development of language policy for bi-lingual and multi-lingual acquisition?

What is your position on bi-lingual and immersion ECE in Aotearoa NZ?

What would you put in place to resource Pasefika language services?

participation
How would your party address a drop in participation of Maori and Pasefika children in ECE where families can’t afford to pay increased fees for services?

What is your position on increasing participation of Maori and Pasefika children in ECE, when centres already have full rolls and long waiting lists?

special education
What is your position on funding to better provide quality ECE experiences for young children with special education needs and their families?

group size
Do you intend to reduce the maximum group size from the current 150 over two year olds and 75 under two year olds?

Do you believe children can gain a sense of security in a group of 150 children?

parent support
What is your position on supporting parents who do not work and stay at home with their children in the early years?

What is your policy on paid parental leave?

How would you ensure parents who have to work have an understanding of what is in the best interests of their child and what is quality ECE provision?

How would you protect the diversity of EC E provision eg: home based, distance, parent led services?

What processes would your party use to involve parents and the sector in decisions about change in ECE?
teacher qualifications
Does your party support 100% qualified and registered teachers in all teacher-led services? If not, why not?
Is your party policy to regulate 80% qualified and registered teachers?

What policy will your party put in place to ensure children under two years old are guaranteed qualified teachers?

What is your policy on initial teacher education requirements for ECE?

What is your position on the retention of the current teacher education programme moratorium?

What are you party’s plans for retaining academics in NZ sufficient to staff institutions for initial teacher education?

Do you believe that ECE should have the same status as schools including in relation to the employment of teachers and free access for all children and families? If not, why not?

employment matters
Do you have a commitment to pay parity and conditions for ECE teachers with teachers in the school sector?

What is your party’s view on the ECE Taskforce recommendation to introduce market driven pay rates in ECE?

Given the role that the Kindergarten service has played in providing a quality service and setting standards for professional salaries and conditions across the ECE sector, will you undertake to keep kindergartens in the State Sector Act?
