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Format

When the spokespeople were invited they were sent the following questions:

· What does your Party see as government’s role and responsibilities for early childhood education?
 

· What does your Party see as the key purpose of early childhood education?

 

· What are the first three actions that your Party would undertake to ensure sustained quality early childhood education provision so every child can access a high quality local service?

And told that they had 3-4 minutes to speak with questions from the audience to follow.

Audience called for 4.45 pm for a 5 pm start. In this quarter of an hour the questions to ask the speakers were solicited from the audience. As two speakers were unable to come at the last minute, each speaker was given more time. This transcript is only of the 5 pm to 6 pm part of the meeting. 

	Chair
	Introductory remarks – each to have five minutes, then questions to follow

	Judy Turner 

UnitedFuture
	Thank you for the opportunity to be here. I have written some brief notes but I thought I had three minutes so we will just whether we cover the questions you put to us. The first one was What does your Party see as government’s role and responsibilities for early childhood education?

We see the government’s role to support the variety that is on offer in early childhood. We are as supportive of the parent-led as we are of the teacher-led. We understand that they meet different objectives and fulfil different roles, but we are very supportive of the programme Parents as First Teachers, and one of the benefits that we see from that, of course, is that the parents are able to be actively and proactively engaged in their children’s education from the earliest possible age. I know now that, I was just reading an article before about, where the ERO office has studied the call on primary teachers and secondary teachers, better engaged in schools particularly with the students are at risk [missed words] where parents are more actively involved in their children’s education that there are better outcomes for students, it starts with early childhood. And even for teacher [missed word] the tremendous interaction that happens between staff and parents we believe that is all very good stuff, so the government needs to be sustaining in maintaining that. 

What does your Party see as the key purpose of early childhood education?

We are convinced that every dollar spent on pre-school children saves a huge amount of money somewhere else in their life. And therefore we see early childhood education as about lifting outcomes for children, in a multitude of ways, not just in education, 

And the fact that it has a huge impact on encouraging parents to be better involved and engaged with their children’s education. 

We had to talk about what would be some of our action plans to ensure sustained quality of early childhood education provision. We would like to see some additional funding going into parent-led centres to balance the financial [missed word] with the 20 hour, and to give it to the other sectors, we are not trying to the same mechanism that would be unworkable. But certainly we think the last Budget was a little too silent on the additional funding that could go to those centres. 

We have a particular emphasis around disability issues. I have surveyed every teacher/education provider that I have get hands on to find out if there is any compulsory component in teacher education around the identification and provision of programmes for children with disability and those providers are completely silent. Considering how long mainstreaming has been in place, it absolutely appalling, so we would like to see better outcomes for teachers in terms of preparing them for catering in a substantive way for those children. Beyond that we would like to see better funding, additional funding to support the needs of children with disabilities in early childhood, primary, secondary and beyond.

We would like also to see some pilot established, based in early childhood centres, because we can’t find anywhere else so families, some carefully run pilots around what other family-based services could be provided and using the early childhood centres as a contact point. Obviously that would be done carefully, untapped potential for connecting with families through their children’s early childhood education experiences and to people at risk families to provide some services off the back of that, we would like to see some pilots in that regard. Those are the three things that are quite important to us. 

I will just keep going here. Somebody I know has the question on the board about would we support the ’20 hours free’. Yes we do. We wouldn’t like to see that funding cut. What we are, we have been thinking that there are barriers around, that there are some centres that have really struggled to maintain their fees around that, [missed] if there was a requirement for parents to be billed and include the government component. These are your fees, we clarify what the government has paid, and there is a requirement to top that up, and then the total sum of the bill is for that child’s early childhood education and that the government is paying towards that quite substantially, so we are open to the fact that centres may need to charge [missed words] We would like to have further discussions on that. We have heard mixed [missed words] 

We are open to that as long as it is very clear to parents of what is [missed word] [BELL] by the government. [END] [6:25]

	Metiria Turei

Greens
	Quick intro

We have our three questions that you gave me. I would like to address the first two in my answers to the last one. 

The last one was around three actions that our party would take. There are a lot of things we would like to do, so I have just chosen three, I can’t say that they would be absolutely the first things we would do, specially because the first one because it is quite difficult and that is around removing education from the gaps agreement, and supporting the moratorium on the extending the 20 free hours policy to new [missed words] In our view every child in this country is entitled to a high quality government education that is paid for by the public purse, as a public education, education as a whole across the sector is a public good [7:44] And the country has moved to [missed words] The government has to, should be prioritising these with government money for that funding of public education for all our children to make it available to all our children regardless of their wealth, regardless of their ability, and which also provides a secure [and ?]workplace for the people who work there. [missed a word] It is because of agreements like the acts [?] that the government is required to fund private technically internationally overseas owned companies and corporate, with the same funding as the community based sector and that means the community based sector is under a great deal of pressure financially. The system is designed in a large part to almost accidentally I think to give a preference to those big private centres. Because I understand that the population [missed word] where the early education [missed word] is available, community based organization might not set up community based centres there, but a private centre especially if they have got the money behind them from their international owners have got a great deal more flexibility can set up much more quickly, and end up excluding the community based centres from being able to do that. And our kids suffer as a result, because we know you get better results from community based centres than with those big private corporates. That is a huge priority for us especially when you have such little access for our particularly vulnerable community around the place. 

Which leads me to number two of what we would do, and that’s focus the Ministry’s efforts on those areas in the community that have the least access to early childhood education. We know that in Manurewa for example, only a bit over 30% of the children have any access to early childhood education, about half the rate of the rest of the country, and we know what that there are a huge number of other kinds of issues for those communities as well poverty-related issues that lead on to all sorts of other problems, those communities need support and assistance, to provide that localised community based provision of early childhood education. It is desperately needed in Manurewa and the rest of South Auckland and lots and lots of other places around the country. Because for us the key purpose of early childhood education, one of your other key questions, is in the education and development of our babies and young children. Early childhood education is not about care of those children, it is about education of those children, and even very little ones we know how much development occurs in that first year or two of a child’s life – incredible – intellectual and physical development goes on in that period. Enormously creative time to have access to those babies, to help and encourage them to learn and to learn how to learn and all of those things. We need to focus on that time [10:47] and it should be lively and safe, and good quality learning environments for them, and because at least they will be much better at school and to have the [missed word] that they need to do well in the future, it is a really big concern for us that National wants to reduce the rate of teachers to babies. And the third is that in order to protect kids to answer the third question is to investing in communities and alleviating poverty. Raising the minimum wage, raising benefits, public transport, the funds we have got to insulate every state house in five years, and every home in the country within 15. To eliminate poverty or at least go towards eliminating the fuel poverty that families suffer, where energy or fuel, petrol, it makes it very difficult for families to just survive, to avoid they move house to house to house because they can’t afford, and the house itself is so inadequate, it just, it is not good enough for them to live in, that has to happen to, we have to protect our babies and our children too, 12:12

END

	Dail Jones

NZ First
	Intro to his speech, been MP on and off since 1975

My wife started teaching before that, and for the last 30 odd years I have been listening to my wife talking to me about education, [missed words] and I can[?] get my own back on her as spokesperson on education for NZ First. I read all sorts of magazines and such like to read. 

When it comes to early childhood education NZ First regards the importance of the early years of [missed word] very seriously. We firmly hear the importance of the family for the optimum development of children, and the development of [missed word] programmes that will provide all families support and guidance [missed word] For formal early childhood education NZ First will continue to pursue the joint goals of increased participation rates and orderly[?] provision in particular for those groups which have least access to high quality programmes, I asked a written question in the House only the other day, of course there are problems in the Manakau area, you can see the reduced rate there and steps must be taken to improve the participation in the Manakau/South Auckland area. NZ First will aim to improve social and economic rates for whanau, hapu and iwi by steering appropriate and other agencies to work together. We want to increase access from the current 93% to 100% to catch those who have difficulty in sending their children to early childhood education. We support the 20 hours free early childhood education. 

One of the great advantages of early childhood education to me as a lawyer is one can see and read about the people who are in prisons. We find out 60 or 70 percent of them can barely read and write, and I believe that is one of the reasons that they are there. If you can catch them early and get them to read and write and some of the difficulties that confront them will be reduced and dollars we spent on early childhood education would be more than made up by the dollars would have spent on the prison population . 

We support improving eligibility so that the icons of early childhood care such as playcentre and kindergarten can receive financial support, and also the new kohanga reo movement. 

I am very concerned at the impact of that 20 hours free education is having on playcentre and kindergarten, recent article in the newspaper by the ? of the free kindergarten association is a good example of the pressures being experienced by kindergartens and playcentres [15:14] as the result of free early childhood education, and we must work with those associations to ensure that they will continue and increase their effectiveness. I am increasingly asked by 75% with 75 minutes [this doesn’t make sense!] so that they can come within the scope of early childhood education provisions, and that is the sort of thing we must be looking at if we don’t want to lose the wonderful resource which we have at the moment.

One of the areas which you have a problem with in teaching as a whole is recruitment and retention, and we want to make sure that those people who are intent on education will be on a studentship and such like are entitled to a non-repayable student advance, so that in other words the student allowance, any expenditure spent on undertaking these courses will be free, you won’t have to repay your student allowance. We believe that is one way of getting more recruitment in and of course retention is one of our biggest problems these days is people leaving for Australia, with their qualifications in order to pay off their student loan. 

We also want in the area of recruitment and retention to assist those who already have a student loan by giving them an abatement, if they continue in early childhood education. We have a large number of other policies, which will be on the web.
 [See http://www.nzfirst.org.nz/policies/education.php ] 

We want to support genuine NZ models that exist in Maori around in early childhood centres, we want combine all parent-caregiver support programmes under the umbrella of a single agency, we want to explore [missed words] funding options in the early childhood education area which would enable Pathways to the Future, Ngā Huarahi Arataki, to see multiple pathways in early childhood education. We want to 

explore the possibilities of making early childhood centres to be funded more than six hours per day and even for weekend sessions by agreement of course. We want to develop a set of principles defining which languages will be supported and to what degree in the early childhood movement. So we have a vast array of policies and finally we want to establish a fund to research best practice and innovation in early childhood education. As far as the 2012 programme is concerned, obviously that is a target date. Sometimes you have a target and it is not always necessarily met. As far as qualifications of overseas teachers are concerned we insist that teachers must, and overseas teachers must at least match the qualifications of New Zealand teachers, [sense?]  and that we don’t put some on a six week transition course and then [missed words]it must be done in an appropriate way. [17:59]

END

	Matt Robson

Progressives
	Jim Anderton in Ashburton, 

There are three questions here, four minutes. I will watch the bell, The first one, the government role – plenty. They have a big role, I won’t say anymore because it will come back in the next question. We accept that it is a huge role, The second thing is that the workers be done to over the years in educating the public and people like yourselves, that this is education not childminding is there so the next thing on my political stage is the party’s saying well what are we putting into this area, and how can we approach that. I just want to say that is the big thing. [Talking of his own early childhood experience in Brisbane when swore and got his mouth washed out with water and fought the person and ran away; next he went to a primary school in Darwin, high school same, and was saved by coming to New Zealand] but for my sins I was later made Minister of Corrections. My colleagues said that was because of my background. I took it as a compliment. [missed words] One of the areas that you see if you don’t invest in early childhood education and everything that flows out from that are those people who missed out and it is does not take a rocket scientist to have known the statistics that we have got that the investment in children pays off enormously. It does not mean that those children who don’t go will necessarily end up in prison, there is a whole range of factors. But in the criminal justice system this is a big contributor to giving all children that ability to be able to go forward and lead productive lives. So that alone answers in my opinion a question of the purpose but the other key purpose is for the children themselves that it is education and a recognition [20:44]that you are bringing the most expertise that you can to preparing them to partake in a whole lifetime of being able to learn to discover, to create and therefore any sensible society, I don’t think there is an argument about that, a sensible society treats early childhood education as a integral part of the education system. The three actions the Party would take are, I called my cousin who works in Hamilton, it was interesting that one of the areas that she said is the, another point to consider, she said is that the training of teachers has to be lifted up, the availability of teachers, she said that would give you good points if you mention that, […] but seriously the investment in the training of teachers is one of we have on our policies. It has been there for a long time. The second which is a bigger goal and a broader goal is that our party has a commitment to free education to whoa to go. Now I realise that at the tertiary level when I came through we moved away from that, the cost etc. We still have that as our goal, complete free tertiary education. The reason we have it is we no longer that a first world country, a developed country should be lacking that, and that is one of the barriers in your adult hood so we want it back We are working on that. This is a goal of ours. [22:27] From early childhood education we want that lifted up so that it is free and available on the same basis when you enter school. We believe keeping that vision is a core. How you pay for that of course is the issue. So as a party without going into it, we pay a lot of attention which is why the economic development was extremely important for the Alliance before [we moved ]into the Progressives. But the recent investment which Jim Anderton put a lot of energy into several hundred million dollars research investment in the pastoral industries, with a matching fund by those in that industry to lead to a two m[b]illion dollar fund is so bad you can pay for these areas. It isn’t just so that this area can do well. It is so that the whole society can go well. [23:01]

 END

	Chris Hipkins

Labour
	Intro

Hon Chris Carter in Invercargill

The Labour Party decided I was the person with most recent first hand experience of early childhood education and sent me a long. 

Can I start by saying it is great to be here on behalf of the Labour Party because I think we have made huge progress in the last nine years that Labour has been the government. One of the people I bring you greetings from is Trevor Mallard whom I used to work for. And I think that during the time that Trevor was the Minister of Education we started the ball rolling on a number of things particularly this strategic plan, Pathways to the future, with the three key goals of 

· increasing participation in quality ece services

· increasing quality

· and promoting collaborative relationships within the sector. 

We are absolutely committed to that ten year plan. We are half way through it. We agreed the targets together. And we want to see those through. In the last election, the one about key pledges on our pledge card, there was 20 hours free early childhood education and we remained completely committed to that. [re his speaking so fast] The response from the early childhood sector has been fantastic. Over 85,000 children are getting 20 hours free, 2,300 early childhood services. And parents are saving up to about $70 per week. So that is about $3,500 per year for every child. So that is a big impact for families. [25:07] 

Now we are committed to continual growth in improvement in the early childhood education sector, and in particular meeting the challenge of extending participation. Since 2000 Labour has invested about a 100 million dollars in the discretionary grants scheme, which has created 6,00 new places in community-based early childhood centres. And these has primarily been in communities with lower participation relative to the rest of the country. Increasing participation is a key priority and Kahikatea, the Maori Education Strategy, and in the [missed what said here] In 2004 we introduced an establishment fund which was designed to assist ece services to become licensed. [missed words] Now some of the things you want to know about. Labour is 100% committed to the targets set in the strategic plan around teacher registration. By 2012 we want to have 100% early childhood teachers fully qualified and registered. Now obviously we need to put a bit of money in to make sure that happens and we are doing that. And in enrolments in early childhood teaching qualifications have increased by 45% between 2000 and 2006. And there are a number of additional financial assistance schemes to make sure that we are getting more people into early childhood teacher training. We are also committed to improving adult to child ratios. From 2009 adult to child ratios for those aged between 2 and 2 ½ will decrease from 1:10 to 1:5 and from 2010 the adult to child ratios for sessional services for children aged 2 ½ and over will decrease from 1:15 to 1: 14. So it is a small step that last one. Now we also want to get more kids signed up into the 20 hours free as well. Now before I finish up, seeing as Paula is not here I will give you a little bit of flavour of the National Party policy on their behalf. Because I think it does actually cut to the heart of a whole heap of issues and it really highlights quite a different approach. So it didn’t take me very long to read. I read it before I got here. It is only a page long. And it is quite clear that they are not as committed to quality early childhood teaching and the early childhood teaching profession. They said that those looking after under –2’s don’t need to have the same skill levels as the rest of the profession. One National party MP recently described looking after under 2’s as glorified babysitters. They also want to short cut the training requirements for overseas trained teachers, which I undermines the teacher quality, and they have pledged to remove the free from the 20 hours free. We of course don’t agree with any of those. But we also know in the Labour party that education, what is happening in the wider society is really important as well. And that is where programmes like working for families which has lifted 130,000 children out of poverty are really important. Interest free student loans which are obviously helping move into teaching profession and clear off their debts a lot of faster, and a number of other wider changes within society which happened under Labour. And all of those things would be at risk under a change of government, because the National party has a fundamentally different set of values to the values that the Labour Party brings so …there is a huge amount at stake at this year’s election and the best way to safeguard the education systems is by giving your party vote to 



	Amanda
	Summarises the five speakers highlighting possible areas for questions – Judy Turner UnitedFuture re special education and provision for children with special training needs and teacher training, and are parent-led and teacher led, [29:23] Metiria Turner on issues of poverty, particularly corporate and private influence on childcare and definite statements regarding Green Party policy in terms of provision. Dail Jones (NZ First ) talked about their support for investment in early childhood education, and concern about impact of free ECE has had on playcentre and kindergarten, and so it could be that you want to elaborate a little bit on that, particularly on kindergartens, But also talked universal student allowance and the ways to address the recruitment and retention of teachers in particular. Matt, (Progressive party) talked about training of teachers as an investment, and then commitment to free education from whoa to go, from that I took that they are looking to extend free ECE to infants to toddlers as well as three and four year olds, but also talked about free tertiary education. And Chris talked about the key pledge from the Labour party. It was free early childhood education, and continual growth and development increasing and extending participation, and thoughtfully did the National party policies as well. So these are the key things that came from the participation that we heard. 

Some questions that we intended to ask have been asked and some haven’t. 

	Phil
	[To Labour] [33:10] What is your Party going to do to encourage men into the field, and men in the field to stay?

	Labour
	I think the answer to that is quite a bit more than we are doing now. What we need to do apart from what we are doing now, I am aware that there is a DVD that has just been recently produced that we need more men in early childhood teaching. It has been produced as part of the TeachNZ programme and they are going to distribute it. But they have only distributed 80 copies, [33:37] [missed words] It is fair to say that there is a bit work that needs to be done. [missed words] … are the ones about changing attitudes towards men teaching. 

	
	[Missed a comment from the floor]

	Metiria 
	Can I ask you … we go on a lot about pay and conditions and that sort of stuff, making the profession safe for men I guess is one, what would you say  are the two key things that need to be done [to increase the number of men teaching in early childhood education]?

	Bob Drummond
	A programme like in Denmark – a national programme where kids … see men as teachers, a lot children don’t see men as teachers in their lives until they go to secondary school, … so that is the sort of things … targeted programmes as they did in the UK, 3%  or whatever, they set those targets in each county area,. Also a national programme like in Denmark where .. actually talking about it being a good option. One DVD

	Another man
	Something along the lines of incentives to help men see that there is a career path, a bit like, I don’t want this to sound racist but if you are Maori you can get some funding towards your training, what about for men which is a low priority in early childhood training?

	Metiria
	So it is kind of access is the issue. Once you are there you are okay?

	Another man
	Yea. 

	
	[A lot of overtalking for a short period here]

	Judy Turner
	I feel it is a really important issue, {..] we need to actually educate not just the [..] but beyond that I think we need us to be clearly articulating the values that [35:59] are considered, the popular drive from parents wanting to see more men with their children, I went to a summit a couple of years ago and very impressed, I have to make one comment it was like the meeting the day I was there, stepping back into the ‘60s after the roles were reversed.

	Question
	The moving back of having qualified teachers, keeps getting moved [ missed actual question]?  I think it is so important to be considered a professional body that we are, 

	Amanda 
	Judy you talked before about before parents as first teachers ? I would just like to say that this is the first thing that Paula Bennett said before she introduced the [..] that only 50% of people working with under 2s should be qualified? So what is your view?

	Judy Turner
	I think it is great to set targets and deadlines so that you do everything to meet them, I had a a provider in my office at Whakatane just this week, who is a provider of early childhood education. They set a target to get the teachers in the area they are servicing up to 50% and they are up to 43% and he has said there is no way they are going to get there by 2012, and basically our centres will be closed in our more vulnerable communities. So I don’t object to the goal, I think we have to some flexible ways to encourage people to meet that standard, I don’t know whether it is provisional, I don’t know what we do, but I am very concerned for my East Coast families that they will fall through the cracks if we get rigid how we hit that 2012 goal. I should also mention another area that I should be honest about in our policy, I just think, we think there is a role for unqualified people, that we have teachers we have them in the primary and secondary education, we use them as teacher aides, they don’t teach, it is very clear what you do as a specialist early childhood educator is not the same thing, we are not talking about they will look after babies, that is not what they say. We encourage the sector to be open to that. One of the things we found in primary eduction, people came in as an assistant and they went on to train, it was a great improvement opportunity for me. We are not saying they are the same as a teacher, they are not. You understand what early teachers can do and what you could get an assistant to help you with.

	Sue Cherrington
	A question to all of you – What strategies does your party have to ensure those targets - 100% of teachers required to meet the regulation ratios in teacher led early childhood education services, are qualified? How long do you see this process taking?

	Judy Turner
	One of the most challenging things with the provider in my officer this week was transport – it is a huge barrier – the cost of transport  to getting people to training opportunities is one of the biggest problems that rural communities face. So there is an area that funding needs to go. So identifying the barriers and addressing those. 

	Matt
	Apart from making sure that there is the finance available, if you are not funded in a serious way as other education sectors are, then kiss goodbye to a lot of things. So one of the strategies is to get into the bottom line of all budgets, this is when the Budget comes up, this is as important as setting a button, it is not fighting with the other sectors it is putting that in. The other one we had discussed as a party is the need for a dedicated Minister and it’s, I found when a Minister, in certain areas when you put someone in it shows that you have got a really good intention to focus on that. An example is Education where tertiary Minister and a host of associates, but there is one Minister covers everything from secondary school down. [muddle re down’up’ age etc] So just the financial thing is important, and secondly to have a dedicated minister. And sometimes associate ministers even that out across the wide spread, because in other areas too, [missed this further explanation of this idea]

	Metiria 
	Things like the pay and conditions of staff so that it becomes an attractive profession, that is part of the improvement process. We also have a policy about eliminating student loans scheme, so that people can choose the profession which is not a very highly paid one, people do it for love, they don’t do it for money, but they came out of the training for it with an enormous debt that they are responsible for, and it especially difficult for old people going back into training. They have decided this is where they will actually go now after they have had families, because they have this huge burden of debt. We have to sort out tertiary training support for students and for the colleges as well. [missed next bit] [42:57]

	Dail Jones 
	I couldn’t add anymore to what I have already said. 

	Sarah
	This is for everyone – do you support pay parity for early childhood teachers and if you do what mechanisms are you going to use to implement? And if you don’t why don’t you?

	Dail Jones
	This question of pay parity arose at a meeting at the Duxton earlier this year. And it cropped up in a meeting in West Auckland the other day with the kindergarten teachers raised it. And they made the point that they had allegedly got pay parity but it doesn’t actually quite work, and when you say pay parity what do you mean? They got something but they got other things taken away so pay parity when you use phrases like that, they are dangerous phrases. And theoretically kindergarten teachers have pay parity. But when you have a sector such as this one where there is a great degree of private enterprise involved then you probably find it difficult to get pay parity, because for the correct proportion it is a business. And Metiria talked about that. And there is a business element involved. I have been to a few business ones, they [missed words] , clearly there must be a rate of pay to which the industry should be entitled to, that is I think is what you are looking to. The rate of pay and then you start comparing that with other ones and that is probably what you mean by parity.. to suggest that everyone in early childhood education should be a state worker, I think is not possible. Kindergarten teachers must remain within the state and such like. But the ones who are in private enterprise, by definition they are a private enterprise and [missed words] which is an issue raised earlier on. 

	Metiria
	We fully support [missed words]

	Bob Drummond
	All candidates response to what I see as a current crisis in NZ’s early childhood care and education services, I refer to what seems to be the current takeover of many region’s childcare and care and education services by the Australian based childcare multi-national ABC> If you look at the Education Gazette you will see whole swathes of the country are ABC centres, there are also new ABC training centres. They are all government funded. [missed words] Invercargill is one example where if you were looking for childcare education services you had a choice of ABC, ABC or ABC. That is for children, staff and parents. Often the staff at these centres become [missed word] and they often leave as a result because of poor job satisfaction. I feel there is an urgent need to limit to say a ten centres franchise, which is one of the suggestions that I would suggest. What are your ideas? Important to address this issue because I think already the fox is in the hen house. 

	Metiria
	One of the options for dealing with the existing centres and the private providers, we would have to look at it carefully, is to use the integration model, that is used in primary schools. As a way of trying to recoup some ground on public provision and control over the provision of education services by treating early childhood education like we do other parts of the education system. 

	Bob Drummond
	If this happened in the primary or secondary sector the country would be up in arms, but it is happening in our childcare centres.

	Metiria
	It did happen in the tertiary sector and it was pulled back, to some extent there has been [47:58] pull-back on the private provision in tertiary because of the very poor quality and use of the effectively particularly of the student loan scheme, so that has happened already in the tertiary some kind of pullback. We could do it in the early childhood sector using integration as a model. That is why we support the [missed word] of the 20 free hour extension because actually government is inbound [missed word] to fund these international corporations, and there are technical ways around it if enough people put enough thinking into it, and I have seen that happen with other kinds of services where they have got around some of those – the gaps agreement in particular – to be able to fund domestic services preferentially. That will happen, if there is the political will to do it. It is possible. 

	Chris Hipkins
	First can I say that I am a big fan of public education in pretty much everything. But we do have to be a little bit realistic here that we can just disappear the private sector. But I think the answer to it is to actually continually build up the public provision. Allowing more centres to develop so that over time parents will have a choice and they will be able to do it. 

	Question
	How will you do it?

	Chris Hipkins
	By the discretionary grant. 

	Question
	Two hundred children on our waiting list – only centre in Newlands. 

	Chris Hipkins
	In principle that would be what we would like to see. But obviously we were to expand every publicly available centre, in every city and region is substantial and would take time.  

	Judy Turner
	I am not allergic to private ownership, what I want to be clear about is the government is providing any funding, you are the people who set the standards, funding is a powerful position to be in, so that I think it is disingenuous to say [missed word] if you are funding a private provider put some conditions on how they receive that from you. Make sure the standards are in place, that is all you need to do. 

	Matt Robson
	Cost is one thing. All this we will do tomorrow but not even thought out a budget. If you have actually got a philosophy which says that early childhood education is a part of the education for life then sooner or later you have to bite the bullet and [missed words] there would need to be a lot of transition steps because of certain needs throughout the country. If you are actually serious about it – if you want a public education system you do put the money in. You also have the savings. And that needs hard analysis. Because we were talking before, well it is an investment in the future, there is a future saving as well because of what it gives the children, so you have to count that in as well as the cost. I have been in two countries where they do have a very highly educated public sector and one of them is very rich  – Finland and one of them is very poor - Cuba – Now the Cubans they turn themselves upside down for education budget to give it to education. And the thing that struck me as I was talking to teachers was why when everyone comes here they fight with their education minister. Our education minister turns himself upside down to give us etc. I was struck by that. They are able to do it even though they are a poor country because they dedicated themselves to it. 

	Bob Drummon
	[Missed his comment]

	Dail Jones
	NZ first is described as socially conservative nationalistic party – what you are saying is we would like to see it done in NZ but the practicality is that there is compettion here and the suggestion you have made to limit it to 10 I am sure they would have dummy companies that would have groups of 10 and another group all financed at the end of the day by the same people. One of thoughts that comes to my mind coming from the Auckland area, and seeing the problems we have in South Auckland, well if you get the rights to 10 early childhood centre then you should set up one, which is run as a community facility, because one of our problems is we have some areas you can actually set up a preschool [missed words] we need to work so that those people who will take advantage. 

	Jean Sunko
	When would your party make changes to improve the ratios of qualified teachers to children in early childhood education? [53:56]

	Metiria
	Our ratios for babies is 1:3 and I think it is 1:8 for the older. 

	Judy Turner
	[missed answer but it as about much higher ?]

	Matt
	Began about budgets, I don’t know whether ..you have to have a hole in your head not to support that, early childhood education, 

	Dail Jones
	Question not had before, never actually considered it, but when I think about it when you increase the ratio, you increase the pressure on the number of teachers you need and so it is a question of the availability of teachers, 

	Chris Hipkins
	Rom July 2009 the adult to child ratio for those aged 2- 2 ½ will move from 1:10 to 1: 5 and from July 1020 the adult child ratio for sessional services for children over 2 ½ will be moved fro 1:15 to 1: 14. 

	Carol 
	Twenty hours free has made a substantial difference to parents and teachers. I have a question – a lot of families I talk to feel they are being held ransom because the areas that they live they don’t get 20 hours free because their childcare can get more money by not getting the funding. And are there steps in place to make sure about {missed words] Are labour going to look at that later?

	Chris Hipkins
	Yes but I don’t’ have a detailed answer for you yet. It is in the next stage. That is something we are going to have to look at is the spread of coverage because in some areas it is very easy and in other areas it is very [58:11]

	END at 6 pm 


Appendix

Early Childhood Education policies copied from Party websites (on 4 October 2008)

NZ First http://www.nzfirst.org.nz/policies/education.php 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

The importance of the early years of development is recognised by New Zealand First. In particular, New Zealand First affirms the importance of the family for the optimum development of children and will develop and fund programmes which will provide all families with support and guidance in this role

Moreover, for formal early childhood education, New Zealand First will continue to pursue the joint goals of increased participation rates and enhanced quality provision, in particular, for those groups which have least access to high quality programmes.

PLANS

A New Zealand First led Government will:

· initiate Family Start Programmes across the country aimed at those children at greatest risk of less than optimal development; 

· make available "Home Instructional Programme for Pre-schoolers and Youngsters" (HIPPY) programmes to all families with low levels of educational capital; 

· develop Parents as First Teacher (PAFT) programmes across the country; 

· extend the 0800 advice line services; 

· combine all parent-caregiver support programmes under the umbrella of a single agency; 

· increase the discretionary grants available to communities for building or upgrading early childhood facilities in order to increase participation rates; 

· explore the possibilities of enabling early childhood centres to be funded more than six hours per day and for weekend sessions; and, 

· develop a set of principles defining which languages will be supported and to what degree. 

Labour Party http://www.labour08.co.nz/policies/Education

Education - School and Pre-School Portfolio
This webpage reflects the policies and actions of Labour in government. Labour’s detailed policy for the next parliamentary term and beyond will be released closer to the election, and this page will be revised at that time. 

Labour believes that good education matters. Good education is vital to young New Zealanders, wherever they come from, being able to achieve their full potential. 

The best start for our kids
Labour is dedicated to ensuring our youngest Kiwis get the best start possible to their education through quality early childhood education. Labour will guarantee that 20 Hours Free stays free. Currently around 85,000 3 and 4 year olds and their families are benefiting from this policy -- that's about 90% of enrolled 3 and 4 year olds, and Labour is committed to seeing this number grow in the future. To ensure that we continue to grow the number of places available we will continue to support community groups and providers who wish to start up or expand an early childhood centre, particularly in communities with high population growth and where the take-up of early childhood education is low. We will also develop specific plans to boost early childhood education services in communities where there are groups of children not participating in early childhood education.

Labour will also help prepare young children for school with our new free “School Ready” check ups which are rolling out across the country. To succeed in the basics of reading, writing and arithmetic, our children need to be able to see the board and hear their teacher. If they can’t, then we need to pick that up as early as possible so we can address it. These checks will help ensure that all New Zealand children have the opportunity to succeed, and our children arrive at school ready and able to learn.

From the beginning of 2009, Labour will reduce class sizes for new entrants to one teacher for every fifteen pupils. We have committed the funding for an additional 762 teachers, and for learning spaces, furniture and equipment, to make this happen.

National Party http://www.national.org.nz/Article.aspx?ArticleId=28202 

YOUR FAMILY – YOUR CHOICE

National trusts families and we trust parents.Responsible parents play an absolutely critical role in

the development of their children. They know what’s best for their families and they know what their preschoolers need to get the best start in life. National will support parents by improving the

choice and quality of early childhood care and education. We will keep 20 Hours and maintain existing subsidies and fee controls. Thousands of parents are now using the scheme and we do not want to cause them financial uncertainty. We will, however, make the scheme more flexible

and improve its availability. We will also remove the misleading word ‘free’ from its title and will instead call it “20 Hours ECE”.

We will also:

• Tackle the early childhood teacher shortage.

• Reduce adult/child ratios in early childhood

centres.

• Reduce bureaucracy for early childhood centres.

• Boost participation in early childhood care and

education.

OUR PRINCIPLES

• Valuing families.

• Higher standards in education.

• Building opportunity for all.

NATIONAL’S PLAN

1. Enhancing “20 Hours ECE”

• Keep existing subsidies and fee controls.

• Remove the 6-hours-a-day limit.

• Include playcentres and kohanga reo.

• Include 5-year-olds (along with 3- and 4-year-

olds in the present scheme).

• Investigate more frequent payment periods.

2. Tackling Teacher Shortages

Enhance the early childhood teaching degree with a series of modules that will:

• Promote working while training.

• Allow qualified English-speaking foreign teachers to qualify after an intensive six-week programme.

• Allow Montessori, Steiner, and Playcentre qualifications to count towards the degree.

3. Reducing Staff Ratios

• Increase the adult/child ratio for children under two from 1:5 to 1:4.

• Ensure that, after 2012, sessions for the under-twos in teacher-led early childhood centres are

staffed by at least 50% qualified teachers.

4. Reducing Bureaucracy & Regulations

Remove unnecessary regulations over time. For example, we will drop the requirement for early childhood centres with more than 50 children to have more than one licence.

5. Boosting Participation

Work with community groups, private centres, home-based providers, and local government to

develop local solutions that best meet the early childhood needs of our communities.

Green Party http://www.greens.org.nz/policy/education 

Progressive Party

UnitedFuture http://www.unitedfuture.org.nz/default,791,early_childhood.sm 

Early Childhood

UnitedFuture believes that parents have the primary responsibility for their child’s education. Parents are the drivers of their children’s education, implicitly and explicitly and we want to support them in this role, by giving them the skills to be their child’s first teacher, and to ensure that the family home environment values education and supports educational aspirations. It also means we will allow parents, and not the government, to choose the most appropriate provider of pre-school education for their child.

It is UnitedFuture policy to:

· Support the concept of parents as first teachers and encourage the expansion of programmes like PAFT and HIPPY to families other than those deemed to be at-risk. 

· Endorse the role of parent-led early childhood education centres to empower parents to lead their children’s education and encourage the parent-child bond. 

· Support the idea that 3 and 4 year olds should have 20 hours (or part thereof) early childhood education per week heavily subsidised, where it will make early childhood education and care more affordable for families and/or improves children’s learning. UnitedFuture will include Play-centre, Köhanga Reo and Pacific Language nests in this policy as well as teacher-led centres for the same reasons. 

· Promote an increase of funding for early identification of children with special needs and disabilities with targeted systematic, intensive and high quality interventions. 

· Ensure that government funding of early childhood centres is reflected in the fees passed on to parents by requiring them to disclose what proportion of fees, are taxpayer-funded. 

· Support lifting the qualifications of early childhood caregivers, but relax the government’s target for all staff to be degree-qualified by 2012 for centres that provide all-day care as well as education, to allow them to employ support staff to supervise children when they are not actively engaged in learning. 

· Pilot the use of early childhood education centres as contact points for family support services, such as parenting courses, budget advice, health and counselling services. 

· Prioritise staff-to-child ratios for each age group as a condition of funding for early childhood education centres where applicable. 

· Simplify with a view to reducing the quantity and complexity of compliance requirements that early childhood education and care providers must fulfil
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