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Early Education Federation  

__________________________________ 

News Update – 6 November 2016 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

GOVERNMENT POLICY and LEGISLATION  
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Te Whāriki draft update consultation 

The Ministry of Education has invited the sector to give feedback on the proposed changes to 
TeWhāriki. 

The consultation timeline is 6 weeks. It ends on the 16 December. Feed back can be given individually 
online. Go to : www.education.govt.nz/te-whariki-consultation for more details, or by attending 
Nationwide hui during November and December 2016. A schedule of these hui is available on the 
Ministry of Education website.  

The Ministry says that the update of Te Whāriki is an opportunity to make sure we have a curriculum 

that supports high quality early learning, now and into the future The Ministry wants the updated Te 

Whāriki to be relevant and valued, and above all else to empower every child to be competent, 

confident and eager to learn. 

You can read the Minister’s media release here: media release 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Early childhood curriculum update welcomed by association 

From: Te Rito Maioha/ECNZ – 4 November 2016 

 Media Release 

“Today’s announcement by Minister Parata to widen the consultation of the draft update of Te 
Whāriki, New Zealand’s early childhood education (ECE) curriculum, is welcomed by Te Rito Maioha 
Early Childhood New Zealand (ECNZ).  

‘As we celebrate 20 years of our highly regarded curriculum we are pleased to receive the draft 
update, something that we have been requesting for some time. It’s encouraging to see this coming 
to fruition,’ said Kathy Wolf, Chief Executive of ECNZ. 

The draft update of Te Whāriki is out for consultation until 16 December. This is an opportunity for 
all educators, including our primary colleagues, to determine whether the proposed refreshed 
curriculum retains what we hold dear yet meets the needs of today’s children in a robust and 
meaningful manner. 

ECNZ will work with its ECE members ahead of the submission deadline and provide a response. We 
also encourage groups and individuals to respond to the Ministry. 

‘I encourage as many within and outside of the sector, to seize this window of opportunity to 
contribute to the update of our treasured and globally renowned ECE curriculum,’ said Ms Wolfe. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Early Childhood Council hopeful dialogue with government will produce ‘best possible’ 

curriculum for early childhood education 

 From: Early Childhood Council – 4 November 2016 

Media Release 

“The Early Childhood Council has praised a government decision (announced today, 04 November 2016) to spend six 
weeks consulting on its redraft of the early childhood education curriculum, Te Whāriki. 

 Government is moving currently to update the curriculum guideline it published in 1996, and which all New Zealand 
early childhood education services are expected to follow. 

 Council CEO Peter Reynolds said there was risk that mismanaged consultation ‘might see us ditching a curriculum 
truly owned by those working in the sector for one imposed in the absence of a supportive grassroots consensus’. 

 He said he was hopeful ‘a creative dialogue between government and the early childhood education sector will 
produce the best possible outcome for children’. And he called the curriculum document released today ‘a very good 
draft’, but with ‘some issues those in our sector will be examining over the next few weeks’. 

 ‘We will need to take care that the new emphasis on links between the early childhood and primary school curricula 
does not bring inappropriate primary school methods into the early childhood education environment. 

 ‘And we will need to ensure that there is support documentation and professional development to help early 
childhood education services implement the revised curriculum.’ 

 Mr Reynolds said that 20 years ago, when the old curriculum was introduced, the then Government ‘promised 
resources to help early childhood services implement it’. 

 But these did not arrive in sufficient quantity, implementation was and remained ‘uneven across the country’, and 
the Early Childhood Council would be working to ensure ‘that history does not repeat itself’. 

 He said the implementation timeline remained ‘very tight’, and while tight schedules and efficient delivery were 
positives, it would not be a positive ‘if the new curriculum contains unnecessary deficiencies because it was not well 
tested on the ground in early childhood education services’. 

 In support of the issues highlighted above, the ECC will be responding to the consultation invitation, and encourages 
individual members to do the same.” 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

EVENTS/MEETINGS/SEMINARS/CONFERENCES 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Education for all-Rally/Picnic 

When: Saturday 12th November 12noon – 1:00pm 

Where: In front of Rotunda, Auckland Domain 

INVEST IN INCLUSION! SAY NO TO SECLUSION.  
The Inclusive Education Action Group are organising a Rally / Picnic for those in Auckland. It will be a family 
friendly event with entertainment and speakers. Feel free to bring a picnic. 

This event follows on from a Rally held in Wellington in September; which successfully saw the 
presentation of an open letter to Hekia Parata regarding inclusive education and the launch of an online 
petition. 
Read more about the rally held in Wellington in September here: 
http://www.inclusive.nz/education-for-all-rally/ 
Read the open letter to Hekia Parata here: http://www.inclusive.nz/education-for-all-open-letter/ 

See flyer attached 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.inclusive.nz/education-for-all-rally/
http://www.inclusive.nz/education-for-all-open-letter/
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Equal Pay Campaign Update meetings 

When: November/December 

Where: Around the country 

The Council of Trade Unions is holding a round of regional campaign updates on equal pay.  These 
meetings will include the opportunity to plan and set up regional campaign groups.  
See attached flyer for a schedule of time and place 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

OMEP 8th Annual Education for Sustainable Development Award 

Competition - Call for applications 

From: Deborah Wansbrough – OMEP Wellington – 4 November 

Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) ranks among OMEP’s highest priorities.  Since 2010 World OMEP has 
sponsored a competition for outstanding ESD projects conducted by its members around the world.   

The closing date for applications is 15 March 2017. 

Guidelines are attached. 

************************************************************ 
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