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Early Education Federation  

__________________________________ 

News Update – 29 September 2016 

_____________________________________________ 

EVENTS/MEETINGS/SEMINARS/CONFERENCES 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Infant and Child Mental Health 
From: University of Otago, Wellington 

When: Friday 30th September, at 12.30 to 1.30 pm 

Where: Small Lecture Theatre, Level D, University of Otago Wellington, 23A Mein Street, 

Newtown, WELLINGTON 

Joint Pediatrics and Public Health Seminar.   

Infant mental health: When to be concerned. Lucie Zwimpfer, Dept. of Pediatrics. 

How do we know when an infant is at risk of mental health difficulties? What do we need 
to be looking for? Parent infant psychotherapist Lucie Zwimpfer will describe some of the 
signs of emotional distress in infants that may be observed during a short consultation  

Positive mental health in children: A public health concept whose time has come. Dr 
Amanda Kvalsvig, Murdoch Children’s Research Institute, Melbourne  

Until now, child mental health promotion efforts have focused mainly on reducing the 
prevalence and severity of problems. Amanda will present findings from an ongoing 
investigation of positive mental health using linked Australian datasets, highlighting some 
promising strategies for supporting positive mental health in all children.   

Or: To join by web-conference go to:  https://otago.ac.nz/zoom/ph_seminars    

More information will soon be available at: http://otago.ac.nz/UOWevents  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Food Act Workshop 

From: Ministry for Primary Industries 

When: Monday 3 October, 10am- 12pm 

Where: St. Andrews on the Terrace, 30 the Terrace, WELLINGTON 

Please RSVP to: Jasmine.Nyx@mpi.govt.nz   

https://www.facebook.com/events/348814532175310/ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

GOVERNMENT POLICY and LEGISLATION  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Barriers to educational success must be removed 

From: Jeni Cartright - Child Poverty Action Group – 27 September 2016 

Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG) says that distribution of resources to schools must be better targeted to ensure 

that all children across the decile system have the same access to quality educational opportunities. 

A fully equitable education system is one in which all children have the same chances of success irrespective of 

their family circumstances and background. While this remains a distant ideal in New Zealand, our Government and 

the Ministry of Education (MoE) have the responsibility and the means to foster greater social equity among 

children. This can be achieved by resourcing schools sufficiently and enabling them to provide all the supports that 

children in poverty need, so they are well-placed to make sound study choices and to achieve at the same rates and 

in the same areas as their better-off peers. 

Where families may not have the necessary knowledge, skill and confidence to negotiate the complexities of NCEA, 

the schools must have a comprehensive plan for guiding and supporting children to fulfil their best academic 

potential. This is a service of schools that must be offered genuinely and inclusively to ALL students. As the I Have A 

Dream Charitable Trust has shown, such approaches are resource-intensive and beyond the capacity of most 

schools where social, economic and educational disadvantage are concentrated. 

Recent media reports reveal some schools are encouraging 'easier pathways' to NCEA Level 2 for Maori and Pasifika 

students from disadvantaged backgrounds. The Government’s failure to deter this gaming behaviour is evidence 

that it’s Better Public Services target of 85% of students achieving NCEA Level 2 by 2017 is taking precedence over 

the real, long-term needs of students living in poverty. 

"It is crucial that the curriculum in academic areas is delivered in a way that is engaging to those for whom these 

areas aren’t familiar or where the foundation to support academic learning does not exist for them in the home. 

Thus there is a need for well-trained staff and supportive study pathways planning together with the role modeling, 

mentoring and coaching that students need to see themselves as successful learners in academic subjects," says 

Professor John O’Neill, CPAG spokesperson for education. 

Setting arbitrary national achievement targets for political purposes without providing the necessary additional 

staffing resources to support students’ choices of study and career pathways means that students in poverty too 

often end up making the wrong choices for the wrong reasons, because schools are under extreme pressure from 

the MoE and Education Review Office (ERO) to meet pass-rate targets while ignoring the real educational needs of 

students. 

"This is a classic example of performativity and its harmful effects", says Professor O’Neill. 

"It’s just like the reports some years ago of privatised British trains failing to stop at stations en route to pick up 

passengers because the rail company’s performance target and was the number of journeys completed on time. 

Our children in poverty deserve much better, and this takes much more than target-setting." 

Under-resourced schools aren’t adequately staffed to manage the diverse, more complex study pathway guidance 

and support needs of their students in poverty. For some, offering easier credit accumulation pathways appears to 

be their only viable solution. But this limits opportunities for children at tertiary level and later in life, and therefore 

contributes to the cycle of inter-generational disadvantage children from low-income families, and Maori or 

Pasifika backgrounds. 

 

http://www.cpag.org.nz/
http://www.ihaveadream.org.nz/
http://www.ihaveadream.org.nz/
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=11713957
http://www.ssc.govt.nz/bps-boosting-skills-employment
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The latest symptom may be unwise NCEA subject and credit choice, but the underlying structural problem of being 

born into and living in material poverty demands a much more sophisticated response from Government, the MoE 

and ERO than pressuring secondary schools to meet Better Public Services targets, however well-intentioned they 

may be. 

ENDS 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Education (Update) Amendment Bill 
From: He Pānui Kōhungahunga - The Early Learning Bulletin September Issue 

The Education (Update) Amendment Bill (the Bill) was introduced into Parliament on 22 August and had 
its first reading on 13 September. It amends the Education Act 1989 to make the achievement and 
learning of children and young people central to the early childhood education and compulsory schooling 
parts of the Act. 

The closing date for submissions is Friday, 11 November 2016 

Read more about what the Bill proposes on Education.govt.nz 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vulnerable Children’s Hub  
From: He Pānui Kōhungahunga - The Early Learning Bulletin September Issue 

The Vulnerable Children’s Hub is a contact point for frontline professionals and practitioners in Hamilton, 
Christchurch and south Auckland to raise concerns about vulnerable children whose needs are not serious 
enough to contact Child, Youth and Family or the Police. 

Find out more about the Vulnerable Children’s Hub on Education.govt.nz 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Children’s Action Plan Newsletter – September 2016 

From: Children’s Action Plan  

 Introducing Gráinne Moss, new Chief Executive, Ministry for Vulnerable Children, Oranga 
Tamariki. 

 Story from a Children's Team - "Something needed to change". 

 Children’s Team members invited to attend Paediatric Society annual meeting. 

 Investing in Children Programme: Transformational change. 

 Social Service Providers Aotearoa (SSPA) Conference looks to the future. 

 The Vulnerable Children's Hub update. 

To view this newsletter go to: Children’s Action Plan newsletter for September. 
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http://govt.us10.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=373954a1e5499801180060837&id=aa9bc3fc60&e=37d274a8d9
http://govt.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=373954a1e5499801180060837&id=7478684537&e=37d274a8d9
http://www.childrensactionplan.govt.nz/whats-new/september-2016-newsletter/

